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April 9th, 2021

Fellow Student Leaders,  

We are so grateful to welcome you to our very first virtual SUNY SA Spring Conference. As we collectively
face unprecedented times with the COVID-19 pandemic, we must adapt our leadership to fit the call to action.
Part of this call is to become well-rounded student advocates in a virtual setting. It is against this backdrop that
we are proud to host our “Virtual Engagement” conference, centered around promoting a “Stronger Student
Leadership, Stronger Student Union, Stronger SUNY”. 

The hardships this year has presented has tested all facets of our student life. However, we are proud of the
vehement hard work our SUNY student leaders have embarked on to ensure each and every student is
granted academic equity, given an equal opportunity to thrive and assured a platform that amplifies their
constituents' voices.

Over the course of the conference, student leaders will have the honor to hearing from world renowned
activists, experienced student change-makers, remarkable speakers, including a SUNY Purchase and EOP
alum, and State Department- Bureau of African Affairs- senior advisor Dr. Janet Yarwood, and take part in
substantial workshops tailored to push your leadership forward. These workshops will offer tracks in Student
Advocacy, Virtual Leadership, Voices for Change and Student Success. These tracks serve as a guide to a
truly meaningful
conference. You may also choose to mix and match workshop presentations suited to your individual interests.
We encourage participants to attend each session in order to gain the most effective leadership tools that will
propel our student advocate forward. 

We look forward to sharing this experience with you, and learning from one another in order to dream, discover
and do a type of leadership that will give all SUNY students the fighters they deserve.

Yours in solidarity, 
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Eusebio Omar van Reenen
Vice President, SUNY Student Assembly     

Bradley Hershenson     
President, SUNY Student Assembly  
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5:00PM-6:00PM
OPENING & KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Dr. Janet Yarwood, SUNY Purchase ’96
Department of State, Bureau of African Affairs, Senior
Advisor, Page 7

6:00PM-7:00PM
PRESIDENT’S PANEL: SGA LEADERSHIP DURING
COVID-19
Pages 8-9
Presenters:
Aidan Arasasingham, President, UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Bradley Hershenson, President, SUNY SA

Juvanie Piquant, Chairperson, CUNY USS

Jonathan McNicholes, State Chair, STUDENTS UNITED-
MINNESOTA

Moderated by: 
Lizeth Ortega-Ramirez, President, SUNY OSWEGO
STUDENT ASSOCIATION

7:00PM-7:20PM
NETWORKING SESSION: ROUNDTABLES 
PRESIDENTS, VICE PRESIDENTS, TREASURERS,
SENATORS, REPRESENTATIVES, STUDENT GROUP
LEADERS, EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

7:20PM-8:00PM | WORKSHOP BLOCK 1

PRESENTATION & ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
Presenters: Tatianna Moragne, Student Secretary,
HVCC Student Senate & Savanah Shulkin, Vice Chair
of Community Colleges, SUNY SA

This workshop will showcase how Hudson Valley's
Student Senate utilized their resources and creativity to
create a form of student engagement in the pandemic
setting. To keep up with student interest, address food
insecurity, and a growing mental health crisis; HVCC's
Student Senate engaged students by giving away free
gift cards, contests, virtual and in-person off campus
events. We hope this workshop encourages student
leaders to reimagine student life and engagement on
their campuses.

VIRTUAL ADVOCACY: HOW TO HUMANIZE THE
DIGITAL EXPERIENCE
Presenter: Natalie Rodgers, President, Farmingdale
SGA

The transition from physical to virtual engagement has
been challenging. This workshop will cover branding,
marketing tools, and social media initiatives to help your
organizations outreach, empower students, and help
rebuild our communities remotely. 

COMBATTING CYCLES OF RECIDIVISM THROUGH
EDUCATION
Presenters: SUNY SA Student Success Committee

Recidivism is the cycle that results in people who are
incarcerated becoming re-incarcerated soon after
release. This workshop will discuss what recidivism is,
how education can help reduce recidivism rates,
underlying factors, as well as what students can do on
their campuses to help students who are incarcerated or
formerly incarcerated be successful. 

FridayFridayFriday

Friday, April 9th, 2021

STUDENT ADVOCACY

VOICES FOR CHANGEVIRTUAL LEADERSHIP

STUDENT SUCCESS
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FridayFridayFriday
COVID-19 IMPACTS ON VETERANS: HELPING THOSE
WHO STAND FOR US
Presenters: Paula Barlow, Chair of Veterans Affairs
Committee, SUNY SA & Victorianna Rosenburg,
Community Colleges Representative, SUNY SA)

The COVID-19 Pandemic has affected education in more
ways than one; but perhaps some of the most profound
effects have been experienced by our very own veterans.
In this workshop, we will explore how the pandemic has
affected veterans and veteran students in particular;
specifically in terms of mental health, community, and
academically, as well as propose solutions as to how we
can best support veterans during this time. 

GET RIGHT TO IT: YOUR RIGHTS AS A STUDENT IN
EDUCATION
Presenter: Alyssa Carbone, Secretary for Vice Presidential
Affairs, SUNY SA

In this engaging and impactful workshop, participants will
learn about the rights of students in education. As
advocates, we cannot help others if we do not know the
rights we ourselves are entitled to. Join us as we delve
into the legal protections of students and how we can use
this knowledge to lead and protect our fellow students. 

8:00PM-9:00PM: WORKSHOP BLOCK 2

ALLY, ADVOCATE, OR ACTIVIST
Presenters: Tiago Machado, Director of Student
Involvement & Jessica Gramajo, Assistant Director of
Student Involvement for Clubs and Organizations, SUNY
Westchester CC

Often times, when describing themselves, leaders will use
ally, advocate and activist interchangeably. However,
these terms have distinctly different meanings and
connotations. Participants will learn these distinctions so
as to understand the different means by which they can
show support or take action on behalf of a cause, group,
or individual.

FROM COLLEGE TO CONGRESS: HOW TO MAKE AN
IMPACT AFTER COLLEGE
Presenters: Cristian A. Rodriguez, Staff Assistant and
Flag Coordinator; Gunnar Haberl, Capitol Staff Assistant;
Elonna Jones, Staff Assistant and Tour Coordinator,
Office of Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer

The question of what to do after college is often daunting.
This workshop will give participants advice on how to
navigate the job hunt, continue advocating for causes,
and adapt to a virtual environment during COVID-19.
Personal advice will be offered by Cristian Rodriguez,
Gunnar Haberl, and Elonna Jones, all Staff Assistants
with the Office of Senate Majority Leader Charles E.
Schumer and 2020 college graduates. There will be a
question and answer section for participants with any
questions.
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SaturdaySaturdaySaturday
9:00AM-9:45AM OPENING

9:45AM-10:30AM |  WORKSHOP BLOCK 3

SUPPORTING STUDENTS IN RECOVERY
(Presenters: Michelle Ferraino, Baylee Kennedy, Aaron
Siegel, Lynsey Gillespie, James Kinney, Danes for
Recovery, SUNY UAlbany)

Approximately 2 percent of all college students are in
recovery from substance use or alcohol. Perhaps even
more self-identify as recovery in other forms. This
workshop will provide ways to support students who
identify as in recovery and help them be successful in their
unique journeys and experiences. 

RISING TO THE MOMENT: MOBILIZING STUDENT
POWER FOR IMMIGRANT JUSTICE
Presenter: Jonathan Goldman, Executive Director of the
Student Clinic for Immigrant Justice & Anna Johnson,
Worcester State University Student and SCIJ Immigration
Advocate

With 1.2 million pending cases in immigration courts, there
is a national shortage of advocates prepared to support
immigrants navigating this complex system. Throughout
history, students have and continue to be at the forefront of
advocating for social change. The Student Clinic for
Immigrant Justice (SCIJ) is providing a platform for
students to engage in the struggle for immigrant justice by
training and mobilizing students to provide free legal
representation to asylum seekers and to organize for
immigrant justice.

During this workshop, you will learn about the current state
of immigration in the US, innovative approaches to
expanding education about immigration law, and
community-based opportunities for students to represent
asylum seekers and organize for immigrant justice. 

Saturday, April 10th, 2021 WRITING & PRODUCING ORGANIZATIONAL
COMMUNICATION DURING A PANDEMIC
(Presenter: Julie Maio, Correspondence Coordinator,
SUNY System Administration)

This workshop will briefly go over writing and
proofreading resources to build one’s general writing and
proofreading skills for academic and professional writing
outputs. The bulk of the workshop will focus on analyzing
a mix of communication efforts being published by a mix
of organizations throughout the country during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and how communication changes
and needs to be adapted during a national crisis. We will
also do an activity that gives attendees the opportunity to
create their own communication output.

10:30AM-12:00PM
ACTIVE MINDS WORKSHOP FOR ALL ATTENDEES
V-A-R: Validate 
Presenter: Becky Fein, Director of Engagement and
Training at Active Minds

We are living through an unprecedented time in our
history as we work to protect the physical health of
ourselves, our campuses, and our communities from
COVID-19. At the same time, attending to our own
mental health and that of those around us - which may
be further challenged in the face of social distancing and
closures - is of the utmost importance. Validate-
Appreciate-Refer (V-A-R) is a simple, revolutionary tool
that enhances conversations about everyday struggles
among young adults, families, partners, and colleagues
throughout the United States. Since its release in 2018,
V-A-R is one of Active Minds’ most powerful resources to
promote mental health yet. Join Active Minds for a
conversation about mental health in the time of COVID-
19, and gain tangible skills to promote a climate that is
supportive of mental wellness. Audiences will walk away
feeling equipped to actively listen and to know how to
respond to a friend or colleague in need. A conversation
can make all the difference and prevent a crisis from
developing later. 555

https://www.scijimmigration.org/


SaturdaySaturdaySaturday
12:00PM-1:00PM
LUNCH BREAK

1:00PM-1:30PM
STATE OF STUDENT ASSEMBLY ADDRESS
Presenter: Bradley Hershenson, President, SUNY SA 

1:30PM-2:00PM
BREAKOUT FOR CAUCUS MEETINGS:
STATE-OPS/CC/DGI/AG-TECH

2:00PM-3:00PM
PANEL: REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH MOVEMENTS
Pages 10-12
Presenters: 
Sophonie Pierre-Michel, Strategy for Black Lives, Racial &
Environmental Justice Activist

Ndiilokelwa Nthengwe, SADC Youth Parliament &
HERVoice Fund Ambassador Namibia, Women's Rights,
Youth and LGBTQI+ Activist

Moderated by: 
Eusebio Omar van Reenen, Vice President, SUNY SA

3:00PM-4:00PM | WORKSHOP BLOCK 4

TROUBLING DISABILITY: EXPERIENCES OF
DISABILITY IN, THROUGH, AND AROUND EDUCATION
Presenters: Raquel Zohar, Students with Disabilities
Representative, Cornell University & Kiran Usmani, DGI
Representative, SUNY SA

Students with Disabilities is an overlooked topic that does
not receive the communal attention as it should. Through
this workshop we hope to shed light to this issue and raise
awareness through the SUNY system. We hope to explore
more inclusive practices our own institutions should take,
learn from the students in SUNY and create an open space
in which we are able to educate and learn from each other.
 

Saturday, April 10th, 2021 THERE IS POWER IN THE UNION: STUDENT
SOLIDARITY
Presenters: Dylan Gerard Rice, former Candidate for NYS
Assembly, FIT

Students have been at the forefront of almost every
significant movement in history, and for good reason. One
of the greatest facets of higher education is the fostering
of community and the attainment of knowledge to better
understand the world and change it. When students are
empowered and connected, they can move mountains. 

In this workshop, I want to showcase examples of student
activism that got us to where we are today, emphasize the
benefit of continuing such efforts, and brainstorm with
attendees the best way forward for student advocacy.
Students who are capable of coalition building, and
applying direct action to bring about structural change, are
vital to ensure that SUNY SA continues the fight to
empower students through a grassroots mentality. As the
saying goes, there is power in numbers. 

 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION
Presenter: Kate Santacruz, Chair of the DEI Committee,
SUNY SA

Now more than ever, it is salient that the institutions that
represent the SUNY system be a collective voice of the
diversity of backgrounds, cultures, ethnicities, gender
identities, races, religions, and sexual orientations in the
state of New York. This workshop focuses on
understanding microaggressions, implicit biases but most
importantly, embracing diversity, promoting intercultural
learning on various levels and allowing these tools to
better prepare us to understand and communicate with
others in the community and throughout.
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Dr. Janette Yarwood currently serves as Senior Advisor to the
Assistant Secretary of African Affairs at the Department of State
where she leads strategic initiatives and works on United States
policy priorities toward sub-Saharan Africa. She also teaches courses
at the George Washington University, School of International Affairs.
Previously, she was the Staff Director of the House Subcommittee on
Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights and International
organizations. In this role, Dr. Yarwood spearheaded a
comprehensive foreign policy agenda for the Chair including,
managing subcommittee activities, arranging Congressional hearings,
drafting legislation, and conducting oversight missions. Prior to
joining the U.S. House of Representatives, Dr. Yarwood was at the
State Department’s Foreign Service Institute where she was the Chair
of Sub-Saharan Africa Area Studies. In that role, she was responsible
for all aspects of the program including developing the curriculum for
regional training for the Department of State and other US
government employees preparing for an overseas assignment across
Africa or covering Africa from the United States. Before joining the
Department of State, she was a Research Staff Member in the Africa
Program at the Institute for Defense Analysis where her work focused
on U.S. foreign policy and national security issues relating to sub-
Saharan Africa. Dr. Yarwood is a Fulbright Scholar and holds a Ph.D.
in cultural anthropology from the Graduate Center, City University of
New York. Dr Yarwood holds a BA from the State University of New
York at Purchase and credits the Educational Opportunity Program
(EOP) for helping to lay the foundation for her future academic and
personal success. She notes, “The Director at the time Dr. Renneth
Sorheindo along with his staff including current Director Paul
Nicholson and counselor Mary Garcia and many others took the time
to invest in me enough to make me believe in myself.”

 

KeynoteKeynoteKeynote
APRIL 9th, 2021 | 5:00 PM

 

Dr. Janet Yarwood
SUNY Purchase ’96

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS
Senior Advisor 
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President's PanelPresident's PanelPresident's Panel
April 9th, 2021 | 6:00 PM

PRESIDENT’S PANEL: LEADERSHIP DURING COVID-19 

Aidan Arasasingham
He/Him
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA STUDENT ASSOCIATION
President

Aidan Arasasingham is the President of the University Student Association, the official voice of the over 285,000 University of
California students at the university, state, and federal levels. He is especially focused on advancing pro-student affordability,
accessibility, and equity policies that support UC’s most marginalized student populations. His perspectives on higher
education policy have been featured in CNN, NPR, The Los Angeles Times, Chronicle for Higher Education, and Education
Writers Association articles and events. He also serves and has served on the boards of the Associated Students UCLA
(ASUCLA), Westside Young Democrats Club, and the Irvine Unified School District (IUSD). He is a life-long Californian, and a
senior at UCLA majoring in Global Studies with minors in Urban & Regional Studies and Art History.

Bradley Hershenson
He/Him
SUNY STUDENT ASSEMBLY
President
 
Bradley Hershenson is an Information Science doctoral student within the College of Emergency Preparedness, Homeland
Security and Cyber Security at the University at Albany of the State University of New York. Hershenson serves as the
President of the SUNY Student Assembly, the official organization by which students participate in University-wide shared
governance, representing 1.4 million students across the 64 campuses of the SUNY system.
At UAlbany he served as a student senator, Resident Assistant, and Member of the University Council. He assisted with the
creation of UAlbany's first Climate Action and Sustainability Plan and aligning UAlbany's coursework to the UN Sustainable
Development Goals as the Graduate Assistant in the Office of Sustainability. Additionally, Hershenson has served as a policy
intern in the NYS Legislature and in Washington, D.C. in the U.S. House of Representatives. He is committed to empowering
the student voice and enhancing affordability, accessibility, and academic excellence within public higher education.

Juvanie Piquant
She/Her
CUNY USS
Chairperson

Juvanie Piquant is the first Haitian-American woman to serve as the University Student Senate (USS) Chairperson. She
represents more than 500,000 full and part-time CUNY students in New York State and is the only student member of the
City University of New York Board of Trustees.Ms. Piquant is a third-year honors student attending New York City College of
Technology where she is majoring in Law & Paralegal Studies. Previously, Ms. Piquant also served as the Vice-Chair of
Legislative Affairs for the USS, ensuring the students of CUNY had a representative that would advocate for the advancement
and affordability of higher education at local, state, and federal levels. Prior to her work at the USS, Ms. Piquant served on the
Board of Directors for the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG) for two consecutive years, focusing on higher
education and environmental policy in New York City and New York State. Ms. Piquant’s passion for advocacy and
philanthropy has propelled her to get involved in her community and continuously serve others.As an aspiring attorney and
member of the Haitian American Lawyers Association of New York (HALANY), which has a goal of working with various
individuals in the legal profession to create access and opportunities for aspiring law school students. As a Brooklyn native,
born and raised by Haitian immigrants in Canarsie, Juvanie has seen first-hand the importance of access and affordability of
education for the most marginalized in New York City and hopes to empower the youth and her peers at CUNY.
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President's PanelPresident's PanelPresident's Panel
April 9th, 2021 | 6:00 PM

PRESIDENT’S PANEL: LEADERSHIP DURING COVID-19 

Lizeth Ortega-Ramirez 
She/Her
SUNY OSWEGO STUDENT ASSOCIATION
President
 
The 2020-21 president of the Student Association, Ortega is a human resource major with a photography minor from Peru.
Previously, she served SA as director of gender equity and women's affairs. Her priorities have included increasing
transparency and collaboration with other organizations and departments across campus and providing resources for
students to enhance their extracurricular experiences. Her previous campus activities have included being the Vice President
of Women's Center, a brother of the co-ed community service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega, a former mentor of the Focus
Forward program, and a former student employee of Auxiliary Services. In summer 2020, Ortega was a human resource
intern at Fulton Companies, an American multi-national group of companies headquartered in Pulaski, NY. She also currently
serves as the Senior Advisor for Women's Center, is continuing her human resource internship with Fulton Companies, and
volunteers for La Casita Multicultural Center in Syracuse.

Jonathan McNicholes
He/Him
STUDENTS UNITED-MINNESOTA
State Chair

Jonathan McNicholes is a graduate student from Metropolitan State University in Minnesota pursuing a Masters in Advocacy
and Political Leadership with a focus in the nonprofit sector. He received his B.A and B.S from Bemidji State University in
Philosophy, Psychology, and Political Science. Jonathan serves as the State Chair for Students United which is a 501(c3)
nonprofit that represents all of the students of the 7 four-year universities of Minnesota State.

Moderated by: 



Revolutionary YouthRevolutionary YouthRevolutionary Youth
Movement PanelMovement PanelMovement Panel

April 10th, 2021 | 2:00 PM
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Sophonie, is a proud alum of SUNY University at Buffalo, where she
majored in political science and international studies. After graduation,
she became a fellow with 350.org, a global climate action non-profit and
organized in New Hampshire leading up to the 2020 Presidential
Primaries on environmental policy. After her fellowship, she moved back
to New York State where she became involved with the Black Lives Matter
movement in NYC through Strategy for Black Lives, in the rise of the
Breonna Taylor/George Floyd protests. She currently works in the
Executive Chamber at the State Capitol as an Assistant Director of
Scheduling. 

Revolutionary YouthRevolutionary YouthRevolutionary Youth
Movement PanelMovement PanelMovement Panel

April 10th, 2021 | 2:00 PM

Sophonie Pierre-Michel
she/her 

STRATEGY FOR BLACK LIVES 
Racial & Environmental Justice

Activist
NY, USA
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http://350.org/


Ndiilokelwa “Ndiilo”, is a womens' rights, youth and LGBTQI+ activist with
an affinity for Communications and Advocacy to drive and influence socio-
political behaviour. Ndiilokelwa’s vision is to empower minority and
previously disadvantaged groups via entrepreneurship, advocacy and
technology to engender and realize equal and liberated communities.
Ndiilo’s advocacy was instrumental in Namibia’s largest anti-femicide
movement: #ShutItAllDownNamibia, demanding radical and substantive
action in curbing sexual and gender based violence, which later on was
awarded the African Union Youth Envoy. Ndiilo also serves as the
HERVoice Fund Ambassador in Namibia under a global fund which aims to
address structural exclusion of AGYW’s voices (Adolescent Girls and Young
Women).

Revolutionary YouthRevolutionary YouthRevolutionary Youth
Movement PanelMovement PanelMovement Panel

April 10th, 2021 | 2:00 PM

Ndiilokelwa Nthengwe
she/they

SADC Youth Parliament & HERVoice Fund Ambassador
Women's Rights, Youth and LGBTQI+ Activist

Namibia, Africa
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“Omar”, is the first international student to be elected
Vice President of the United State’s largest
comprehensive public university system’s student
government, advocating for 1.4 million student across
64 campuses, known as SUNY SA (the State University
of New York Student Assembly). Hailing from Namibia,
Africa, where he served as Junior Mayor of Walvis Bay
and the country’s UNESCO Youth Forum Ambassador.
This is where he developed the passion for placing
people's service before self. Omar has served as SUNY
Oswego’s Student Association President in 2018, where
his administration introduced SUNY’s first free and
equal access to menstrual products, eliminated single-
use plastics and fought for equality across multiple
racial, gender and sexuality fronts. His resounding
campus organizing has influenced his passionate
community organizing as he led the City of Oswego,
NY’s, largest movement for civil rights during the Black
Lives Matter Movement in 2020- resulting in multiple
police reform initiatives on and off campus. Omar now
pursues his Master’s in Public Policy & Administration
at the University at Albany, while he leads Namibia’s
Equal Rights Movement fighting for LGBTQ+
decriminalization, as “fighting for what's right, is always
worth it”. 

Revolutionary YouthRevolutionary YouthRevolutionary Youth
Movement PanelMovement PanelMovement Panel

April 10th, 2021 | 2:00 PM

Eusebio Omar van Reenen
he/him

SUNY STUDENT ASSEMBLY 
Vice President
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Moderated by: 


